THE SLAYING OF THE TANUKI
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expected, for he knew all the Tanuki's cunning, and
understood his little ways. So he accepted the rascal's
company with joy, and made himself very pleasant as
they strolled along. When they were wandering in this
manner through the forest the hare carelessly raised his
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hatchet in passing, and cut down some thick boughs that
were hanging over the path, but at length, after cutting
down a good big tree, which cost him many hard blows,
he declared that it was too heavy for him to carry home,
and he must just leave it where it was. This delighted
the greedy Tanuki, who said that they would be no weight